Assurance habitation -Household insurance
Real Estate agencies or landlords ask tenants for a household insurance certificate. It is compulsory, regardless of how long the tenant stays in the apartment. If the tenant has not taken out insurance, the Real Estate agency or the landlord may terminate the lease at any moment.
Bail or contrat de location -lease
The lease is a contract that must be signed by the landlord or Real Estate agency and the tenant. If you sign the lease with the landlord, you will not have to pay extra fees. However, if you found the apartment through a Real Estate agency, you will need to pay agency fees when you sign the lease. The maximum legal amount equals one month of rent.
Bailleur -Lessor or landlord
A person who owns a property that he/she rents to a tenant, in exchange for a specified amount of money, and for a specified duration.
Caution -Guarantor
The guarantor is a relative or a friend who ensures payment if the tenant is unable to pay the rent. In most cases, landlords ask for a guarantor who lives in France.
Dépôt de garantie -Security deposit
The owner is entitled to ask for a security deposit. It is the landlord's monetary guarantee if the tenant defaults on the lease (property damage or rent default). The amount of the security deposit equals about one to two months of rent (depending on whether it is a furnished or unfurnished apartment). Please note that if you found an apartment through Science Accueil, you will not need to pay a security deposit.
When you move in, you must establish the initial inventory together with the landlord or Real Estate agent. The document details the overall condition of the apartment (cleanliness, wallpaper, floor, bathrooms, etc.). Make sure to write every detail carefully and to check everything as it will be compared to the exit inventory. If you fail to write a specific detail in the inventory, or if you damaged the apartment, the landlord may decide to keep part or all of your security deposit when you move out.
Garant -Guarantor
See "Caution".
Locataire -Tenant
A person who occupies real property owned by another, based upon an agreement between the person and the landlord, in exchange for rental payments.
You may live in a "government-regulated" apartment (logement conventionné), which means your landlord has previously signed an agreement with the French government. By this agreement, the landlord promises to rent his apartment for the whole duration of the agreement with a maximum authorized rent. In compensation, the French government pays a part of the tenants' rentsby means of the allowance called "Aide personnalisée au logement (APL)".
Loyer -Rent
The amount of money you are requested to pay every month to occupy the apartment. 
Most common

